
NATLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting 

Held at Natland Village Hall at 7pm. 
On Monday 11th May 2026 

  
26/37  Present:  Councillors Smith (Chairman), Catnach, Clark, Harkness, and 
Wilson, Westmorland & Furness Councillor Jonathan Brook, one member of the 
public and Parish Clerk Kevin Price.  Apologies for absence were noted from 
Councillor Kelly and Westmorland & Furness Councillor Doug Rathbone.    
 
26/38  Election of Chairman:  
 
Councillor Peter Smith was elected Chairman for 2026-27.  He then signed the 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
26/39  Appointment of Vice-Chairman: 
 
It was resolved to leave this position vacant as in recent years. 
 
26/40  Public participation: None. 
 
26/41  Declarations of Interest: 
 
There were no Declarations of Interest made in respect of any matters on the 
agenda. 
 
26/42  Minutes: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th March 2026 were agreed and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
26/43  Co-option of a new Parish Councillor 
 
Simon Folks was co-opted to the Council.  He will sign the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office at the next meeting.  In the meantime, the Clerk will supply him 
with the Register of Interests Form. 
 
26/44  Westmorland & Furness Councillor: 
 
Councillor Brook mentioned the following: 
 

a. Flooding on the Village Green; the soakaway has been cleared. 
b. Castlesteads  View; Westmorland & Furness Council is considering a bus 

shelter, a crossing over the A65, and the adoption of the road going down 
towards Castlesteads View. 

c. Households will have their ‘blue boxes’ replaced by bins shortly. 
 
The Chairman thanked Councillor Brook for his actions in progressing the proposed 
footway on Natland Road. 
 



26/45  Planning:   
 
None, but it is understood that the planning application from Storys is likely to be 
submitted very soon. 
 
26/46  ‘Assertion 10 ‘Digital & Data Compliance’: 
 
The Chairman has been updating the website; it Is now ‘live’.  Some of the 
Councillors are having problems in accessing their new email addresses.  The Clerk 
will contact A2A to request help. 
 
Enquiries are being made, locally, to find someone who will keep the website 
updated (largely minutes, agendas etc) possibly for an honorarium as at other 
Councils. 
 
26/47  Land Allocations: 
 
Councillor Catnach said she had experienced great difficulty in accessing the 
website to view the land allocations.  She is arranging a meeting with Councillor 
Rathbone in order to discuss this. 
 
26/48  Village Green recovery: 
 
Estimates of the cost of repair are being sought. 
 
Thanks were expressed to the WI and Dan’s Plants for their work on the planters. 
 
Councillor Clark will write something for the next meeting, regarding biodiversity in 
relation to The Green. 
 
26/49  Flooding: 
 
This had already been dealt with earlier in the meeting. 
 
26/50  Finance: 
 

a. it was resolved to pay the following accounts: 
 

CALC  £337.54 Annual Subscription 
Lune Valley Landscapes and Grounds Maintenance  
  £750.00 Grasscutting 
Lune Valley Landscapes and Grounds Maintenance 
  £235.00 Grasscutting 
Clear Insurance Management 

  £1,026.24 Annual Premium  
K M Price £158.94 Quarterly expenses to 31st March 

 Including use of home office and travel. 
 

b. The Clerk had received letters of thanks from all the beneficiaries of the 
grants made at the last meeting. 



 
26/51  Reports from Councillors: 
 

a. Highwayman: Councillor Clark continues to report potholes and many are 
being dealt with as a result. 

b. Footpath Officer.  Councillor Kelly reported that a section of footpath by the 
Kent which she reported two years ago as being unstable has now had the 
necessary repair work completed.  An excellent job. 

c. Village Hall Representative:  No report. 
d. CALC:  No report. 

 
26/52   Correspondence (including emails and phone calls):  None. 
 
26/53  Dates of meetings: 
 
The following dates were agreed: 
 

Monday 22nd June (already agreed) 
Monday 27th July  (Location to be determined) 
Monday 28th September 
Monday 26th October 
Monday 30th November 
Monday 18th January 2027 (Precept Meeting) 
Monday 22nd February 
Monday 22nd March 
Thursday 8th April (Annual Parish Meeting) 
Monday 24th May (Annual Council Meeting) 

 
All at Natland Village Hall at 7pm. 

 
The Clerk will check when the Village Hall is unavailable due to building work. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 7.20pm. 
 
 
 
 
     Signed: 
 
 
 
 
Dated: 


