
NATLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Held in Natland Village Hall at 7pm. 
On Monday 28th September 2026 

  
26/82  Present:  Councillors Smith (Chairman), Catnach, Clark, Folks, Harkness and 
Wilson, two members of the public and Parish Clerk Kevin Price.   Apologies for 
absence were received from Westmorland & Furness Councillors Jonathan Brook 
and Doug Rathbone.       
 
26/83  Public participation:  None. 
 
26/84  Declarations of Interest: 
 
Councillor Smith declared an interest in agenda item 10 - War Memorial. 
 
26/86  Minutes: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 27th July 2026 were agreed and signed by the 
Chairman. 
 
26/87  Casual Vacancy: 
 
A Casual Vacancy had been declared, following the resignation of Councillor Kelly.  It 
was resolved to place on record the Council’s thanks to her for her work as a 
Councillor, especially as Footpaths Officer and for organising a defibrillator training 
session. 
 
The Council is now free to co-opt, the ‘waiting period’ having ended and it was 
agreed that the post is advertised in the usual ways. 
 
26/88  Westmorland & Furness Councillors:  None. 
 
26/89  Planning: 
 

a. There was nothing further to report at this stage on the Story Homes planning 
application.  Questions were asked regarding how a S106 requirement is put 
in place for the necessary infrastructure such as the Natland Road footpath.  
The Clerk will ask Councillor Rathbone whether the application will be decided 
by the old planning committee or by the new Unitary Authority procedure. 

 
b. The following applications had been received since the last meeting: 

 
2026/1797/HOU  5 Watercrook Farm, Natland.  Erection of a single storey 
rear extension.  No objections, but from a resilience perspective, 
Westmorland and Furness planning officers should encourage or require the 
applicants to use materials and adapt their design so the development will not 
be damaged, and be quickly made usable again, if flooded.  

 



2026/1827/FPA  Crow Park, Hawes Lane, Natland.  Variation of condition 2 
(approved plans) attached to planning permission 2026/0658/HOU (Proposed 
single storey porch, single storey and two storey rear extensions replacing 
existing buildings).  No objections. 

 
26/90  Notice Board for The Beeches: 
 
Councillor Folks agreed to consult residents as to a suitable location for a proposed 
notice board at the Beeches.  
 
29/91  Defib at The Beeches: 
 
The defibrillator is up and running.  Councillor Folks was thanked for his work in 
moving this forward, for which a donation of £300 has been offered by a local 
business. 
 
26/92  War Memorial: 
 
Following correspondence received from Church Warden Mr Chandle, the Council 
considered the immediate repair of the mortar between the stone blocks of the War 
Memorial.  The likely cost could be around £1,600 but alterative quotations will be 
sought.  It is probable that there will be a long-term need to rebuild the Memorial.  
The Clerk will check on its ownership but it is understood by the Church surveyors 
that it belongs to the Parish Council. 
 
26/93  Finance: 
 

a. It was resolved to pay the following accounts: 
 

Lune Valley Landscapes And Ground Maintenance Limited -  grasscutting. 
      £470.00 

Lakes and Dales Window Cleaning £48.00  
 

b. The monthly cash and budget statements were noted. 
 

c. The possibility of applying for a grant from the Cumbria Community Resilience 
Fund was left on hold and will be considered in the future should that be 
appropriate. 
 
 

d. The Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2026-27 had been circulated 
by CALC  It was resolved to increase the Clerk’s hours by one hour per week, 
making of total of 334 hours annually.  The increase, together with the 
recommended Pay Settlement will be backdated to 1st April 2026.  

 
26/94  Reports from Councillors: 
 

a. Highwayman:   
i. Cllr Clark had replied to the Stagecoach consultation which 

included proposed changes to the 41 Bus service.  In his reply 



on behalf of the Council he objected to the lack of clarity of the 
changes and the consultation on an important public service not 
being a formal Westmorland and Furness Consultation. 

ii.  A quotation for installing new panels in the two bus shelters had 
been received, for £2,900.  It was agreed to seek two further 
quotations by which time the bus services changes should be 
known.   

iii. The Clerk will report the worn and invisible state of white lines in 
the village again. 

iv. Helm Lane is in very poor condition and will be reported for 
resurfacing. 

v. The Bus Shelter at Castleteads still awaits a draft Memorandum 
of Agreement from Westmorland and Furness Council. 

b. Footpaths Officer:  Councillor Catnach is willing to be the Footpath 
Officer, if Councillor Clark is able to help with the location of the paths. 

c. Village Hall Representative:  Councillor Folks will consider fulfilling 
this position and report at the next meeting.   

d. CALC: The Chairman said that CALC runs a two-part training course 
for new Councillors and he recommended that all Councillors should 
enrol.  Councillors are invited to make bookings themselves; invoices 
will be sent to the Clerk for payment by the Council. 

e. Police Liaison:  Councillor Wilson had attended a Police Liaison 
meeting. 

f. Website and Digital & Data Compliance:  It had not yet been 
possible to recruit anyone to keep the website updated and for the 
present time the Chair is doing this.  

 
26/95  Correspondence: 
 
The Church Administrator had asked permission to erect a gazebo on The Green 
on Tuesday mornings from 6th Oct to 15th Dec from 8.45 to 9.30am but may extend 
the dates into 2027.  They aim to offer a drink and a breakfast pastry to parents of St 
Marks school children.  
 
The Council agreed this proposal with common sense conditions. 
 
26/96  Date of the next meeting: 
 
Monday 26th October 2026 at 7pm at Natland Village Hall. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.25pm. 
 
 
 
 
     Signed: 
 
Dated: 


